
NW Outdoor Science School
A Program of the Northwest Regional Education Service DIstrict

Student Leader:
ECE Kit



NW Outdoor Science School - Student Leader ECE Kit

What is Outdoor Science School?

Outdoor School is a week long overnight outdoor science and 
community experience for all Oregon 6th graders. Outdoor 
School (ODS) staff plan exciting outdoor science lessons, field 
experiences, and community building and use the help of 
High School volunteers (called “Student Leaders”) to make it 
all happen. Our staff come from a variety of backgrounds, 
including classroom teachers, Forestry Service employees, 
biologists, and more. They share their unique experiences 
with their students. High Schoolers attend an “in town” 
training where our Volunteer Facilitator Team introduces  the 
ODS model and basic child management skills. When they 
arrive at our sites,  they spend an entire day learning and 
practicing the specific lessons and activities they will be 
leading. Facilitated by trained ODS staff, High School 
volunteers then lead cabin groups, field study lessons, and 
community building activities with 6th grade students

Outdoor School is an opportunity for students to practice 
teaching, learn to lead, gain confidence, and develop valuable 
life skills. At the end of their week at Outdoor School they will 
have earned over 100 volunteer hours, received over 20 hours 
of training applicable to state early childhood credentials, a 
job or college reference, countless memories, and 
unforgettable experiences. Student Leaders also receive 
written and oral feedback about their strengths and areas for 
growth concerning their leadership and teaching, a tool that 
can be used to prepare themselves for college or their future 
careers.

All Outdoor School volunteering opportunities are excused 
absences - High School students receive time to make up 
their missed assignments. In many schools ODS counts for 
Service Learning hours and a Career-Related Learning 
experience, things they may need to receive their diploma. All 
volunteers who complete a week of Outdoor School are also 
eligible for up to 2 college credits through PCC and a state 
certification in childcare from the Oregon Registry Online.



What is ORO?

Apply Here: https://my.oregonregistryonline.org/

Oregon Registry Online is a 
program of the Early Childcare 
Division that tracks and 
supports professional 
development of early childhood 
educators. In an effort to 
increase the education of the 
states childcare workers, ORO 
tracks and rewards employees 
for increasing their Registry 
Step through continued 
Education.

Benefits of ORO for High School Students Include:
- If you choose to work at a childcare facility and work at least 20 hours a week, you can 

receive $125 for being a step 3 or above by submitting this form.
- Students in an Early Childhood Education program can earn “Credit for Prior learning” - 

9 to 15 college  credits depending on the school at a discounted rate (often $10 per 
credit). 

- Many ECE and Childcare employers give higher wages for each step an employee has 
on the registry
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https://my.oregonregistryonline.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DLn43E2orKH2oPmfTghaaM1nHOFvkhAB/view


Earned By 
Completing: Certificate Title Hours CKC

Initial ODS Training
Student Behavior Management for Outdoor 

School

2 UGB

1st week at ODS
Introduction to Outdoor Learning Environments 

and Curriculum for Outdoor School 

20 LEC

2nd week at ODS
Personal Assessment and Supporting Healthy 

Student Habits for Outdoor School

15 5 PPLD
10 HSN

ODS ORO Certificates

To earn a Step 2:
❏ Initial ODS training
❏ Volunteer 1 week with ODS

To continue to  a Step 3:
❏ Complete DIEECC: Child Development (Free Online Training)

To continue to a Step 4:
❏ Volunteer a 2nd week with ODS
❏ Complete the Required Courses for Oregon

Using ODS to Advance your ORO Step:
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Volunteering with ODS for just 1 week can earn a Student Leader 100+ volunteer hours and 22 
credit hours for ORO. Those 22 hours make a Student Leader eligible for a Step 2 on the 
Oregon Registry! 

A second week of volunteering plus a few hours of FREE online trainings makes a Student 
Leader eligible for a Step 4. With a Step 7 (possible to obtain completely for FREE using the 
trainings listed in this packet) can be used for “Credit for Prior Learning” at most community 
colleges in Oregon and can save students time and money towards their ECE or ED degrees!

https://dieecpd.org/registry/calendar/online
https://occd.educadium.com/
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Appendix & Resources



By Northwest Outdoor Science School, a Program of the Northwest Regional Education Service District

Founded in 1968, Outdoor School (ODS) serves up to 11,000 sixth-graders each year in learning about 
science, experiencing nature, and having fun in natural areas and at residential camps in NW Oregon. It 
wouldn't be possible without the hundreds of high school students who serve as Student Leaders for our 
program. These older students volunteer their time to teach science lessons, lead cabin groups, and develop 
their own professional skills. Our staff often say the Student Leaders get more out of Outdoor School than the 
sixth graders. Benefits of being a Student Leader include:

1.) College and Career Readiness: Outdoor School prepares students for college and career interviews 
through our training and feedback sessions. Each Student Leader is mentored throughout their time at 
Outdoor School by, and receives written evaluations from, two specific Outdoor School staff members 
each week. High school students learn about application processes and interviews with our registration 
system. Student Leaders also get a first hand look at many careers such as forest management, teaching, 
and environmental science.  They also have the option to submit their outdoor school training to the 
Oregon Registry to earn credentials in childcare and be eligible for education scholarships and shorten 
the length of an Early Childhood Education degree.

2.) Volunteer Hours and Community Involvement:  Student Leaders help shape their community. They 
positively affect the experience of the 6th grade students. The science and team building activities they 
teach are often the most memorable parts of Outdoor School for 6th graders.  Student Leaders serve as 
educational role models for 6th graders and often say their experience at ODS has changed their lives for 
the better. Student Leaders earn 20-100 volunteer hours in a week (depending on school criteria). 

3.) Leadership and Personal Development:  Student Leaders get specific personalized training on leading, 
teaching and working with others, and get practice in building their skills and confidence. They bond and 
form relationships with their peers and build resilience through the challenges they face together. They 
receive daily feedback from ODS staff on their performance and written evaluations at week’s end that 
highlight their strengths and areas for improvement. Staff work with each Student Leader to set goals 
and to create plans for achieving them.

4.) College and High School Credit:  PCC offers 2 college credits for Student Leaders who complete a week 
at overnight ODS. Many high schools offer service learning credit or elective credit for participating in 
ODS; many also accept it as a Career Related Learning Experience (CRLE).

5.) Resume Building: Being a Student Leader is valuable experience that high school students use when 
applying to competitive colleges, jobs and scholarships. Being a Student Leader demonstrates a high 
school student’s work ethic, willingness to learn, and teamwork abilities. By the end of their week, 
Student Leaders can list activities they planned and  executed and the skills they gained from teaching 
6th graders. Outdoor School staff are often available to write recommendation letters or to serve as 
resume references. 

Watch a short video on student leading or a short documentary about ODS created by former Student Leaders, 
visit our website www.nwoutdoorschoolorg or contact our office for more information on student leading at  

ods@nwresd.k12.or.us

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxxLKio59Wo&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/NwKdpp7u5gc
http://www.nwoutdoorschool.org
mailto:ods@nwresd.k12.or.us
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FREE Online Trainings (Accepted by ORO)

Required Courses Hours CKC

Introduction to Childcare Health and Safety 2 HSN

Prevention is Better than Treatment 1 HSN

Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect 2 HSN

Safe Sleep for Infants 1 HSN

All basic ORO forms and courses also available in Spanish or Russian

Recommended Courses Hours CKC

SSIC: Milestones - How Children Grow
⤷ Good for an introduction to ECE

1 HGD

DIEECC: Child Development
⤷ Meets Step 3 requirements, intro to College level Child 
Development

6 HGD

SSIC: Empowering Families with EMPath
⤷ Introduction to Public Health

1 FCS

Other FREE resources for ORO hours:
Sesame Street in Communities (SSIC)
CLI Engage - Public Access Account Sign-up
Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Child Care (DIEECC)
EdWeb
PBS Teacherline: Peep and the Big Wide World Collection
PediaLink
Institute of Child Nutrition
Oregon Center for Career Development

(Note: Most of the websites require you to sign up so they can provide you with a certificate 
for ORO to certify that you took the class/course/etc.)
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https://occd.educadium.com/
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/professional-development/webinars?training=milestones-how-children-grow
https://dieecpd.org/registry/calendar/online
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/professional-development/courses/
https://public.cliengage.org/tools/online-learning/ecircle/
https://public.cliengage.org/about/registration/
https://dieecpd.org/registry/calendar/online
https://home.edweb.net/
https://opb.pbslearningmedia.org/admin/cms/resource/116247/Peep%20and%20the%20Big%20Wide%20World:%20Professional%20Development%20collection.
https://pedialink.aap.org/visitor/cme
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn
https://occd.educadium.com/course/index.php?categoryid=11



